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K-2 KNOWLEDGE BUILDING CARDS

Purpose

Knowledge Building Cards can be utilized to quickly teach or reinforce key social studies content during transitions, in centers or stations, with small groups,
and throughout whole-class instruction. These cards make core Bayou Bridges K-2 vocabulary words visible, recurring, and interactive so students build
knowledge through short, frequent practice across contexts.

These directions include routines and classroom management tips, teacher language examples, activities, and differentiation and inclusion activities to quide
users as they incorporate these cards into their social studies instruction.

Card Design
Each Knowledge Building Card is a two-sided 5”x 7" card with a vocabulary word and image(s) on the front and the vocabulary word’s definition on the back.
The vocabulary words on the cards correspond to the vocabulary words found in Bayou Bridges: A K-8 Social Studies Curriculum.

Routines and Classroom Management Tips
1. Introduce card format: show the card front (picture + word), then the back (short kid-friendly definition or example).
2. Model how students respond (say the word, tell one thing about it, point to it). Use choral response, whisper partners, and a one-student answer
routine.
3. Practice the response format with 4—6 cards until students respond quickly
4. Keep activities short and consistent. Use clear signals for attention (chime, hand signal).
5. Praise use of vocabulary in context (“I like how Maya used ‘community’ when explaining her drawing.”)

Examples of Teacher Language
1. Introduce: “This is‘wetlands. A wetland is a place with lots of water and plants. Tell your neighbor one place a wetland might be.”
2. Prompt for reasoning: “Why do you think that belongs in this group?”
3. Praise: “Great explanation—your use of community’ shows you understand people live and work there.”

Activity Bank
1. Quick Transitions (1-3 minutes)
« Script: “When you hear the word, whisper the word and one quick fact. Then go to the line.”
« How: Hold up a card as students move between activities. Call on students until all have moved.
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